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out into the yard. They were greatly astonished to meet a pro-
cession of their own children with anti-drink banners. - The
chairman of the school council, a fourteen-year-old boy, stepped
forth and explained the reason of the attack. He told the parents
just what the children thought about drunkenness and that they
had decided not to have drunken parents any longer, and asked
what they intended doing about it. One of the oldest workmen
was selected to carry on peace negotiations. The result was a
complete surrender on the part of the parents. The children
proclaimed their victory by marching through the town with
posters which told how on a certain morning an attack was
launched on the mill, how the enemy had capitulated, and how
henceforth, as a result of the treaty drawn up, their town would
be free from the drink evil.
These children literally worked miracles, but they paid the
price in health and scholastic attainment. They became nervy
and the educational standard fell far short of what was de-
manded. In 1932, when the success of the First Five-Year Plan
made itself felt everywhere, a halt was called to these too
strenuous social activities* A decree was issued, signed by the
Commissars of Education and Health, drawing the attention of
all educational authorities to the harmful effects of this heavy
social burden which the children had shouldered. The number
of hours they might give to social activities was limited, emphasis
was laid on the number of hours' sleep essential for children. The
school holiday was to be a rest day entirely free from social
duties.
Soviet children still take a very active share in adult life, in
improving conditions. They watch over the behaviour of adults,
as the following incident will show. Corporal punishment is a
crime in the TLS.S.R., and a child may summon for assault a
parent who beats it. Child-beating, like wife-beating, was very
prevalent among the uneducated, and has not yet been entirely
" liquidated." Misha, the ten-year-old son of an acquaintance of
arrived home late from school. On being asked why he
kte, he related the following: His class had found out that